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ACT 6   Excerpt 

Mark enters from the back. 

MARK: Sure is cold out.  

LINDA: Hey Mark. 

MARK: How’s it going Linda? 

LINDA: ...I just had a strange conversation with your mother. I think you’d better 
go check on her.  

MARK: Strange how? 

LINDA: She wasn’t all... There. You know? 

MARK: I see. 

Mark contemplates not going. 

Ok. 

Mark heads off stage. Amy enters.  

AMY: Hey! 

LINDA: Hey girl!  

AMY: What’s all the... 

LINDA: Oh just business stuff. They’re trying to get things in order before 
Monday.  

AMY: Ah.  

Is it difficult working in the ER? 

LINDA: Oh it has its days. You know, the difficult thing is people look at us both 
as these angels, but also as complete idiots out for money. So it’s hard to 
treat patients sometimes. And the number of children that come through... 
You know days are the worst when I see some kid come in with a trauma 
code. Same age as Annie... And just knowing I’m receiving a dead girl; 
You know when they assign you a trauma code it means you’re basically 
dead.  

AMY: I... Didn’t know that. 



LINDA: It’s difficult to work on someone you know is going to die; you know?  

AMY: ...Yeah... Something like that.  

LINDA: Sorry. 

AMY: Oh no/ it’s- 

LINDA: I didn’t mean to/ scare you. 

AMY: Really it’s ok!  

Just reminds me that all those doctor shows are unrealistic.  

LINDA: Yeah. I’m sure you feel the same way about school movies.  

AMY: It depends on the movie really...  

LINDA: Like what? 

AMY: I mean... 

There’s a reason teachers are always portrayed as the tragic character. You 
know... I watched Dead Poets Society when I was a kid... You know it’s 
true: you can’t save every kid.  

At least... Not with how things are run right now. And it’s the same with 
everything really, isn’t it? 

LINDA: What?  

Matthew enters. 

AMY: You know... People in power are just so disconnected with what it means 
to struggle, or what it really means to work our roles at the ground level. 
Or... Maybe they’ve forgotten. And then we get to deal with all that shit.  

MATTHEW: Is this about education?  

AMY: Just the world in general.  

MATTHEW: Well sounds an awful lot like college administration.  

LINDA: Yeah, I was telling Amy about the ER; and a lot of that bureaucracy is... 
Difficult.  

MATTHEW: And a lot of it is greed. 

LINDA: Amen to that. 



MATTHEW: Like... Why are we charging so much just to keep our population healthy 
and educated? And you wonder why there’re so many states that are 
uneducated. It’s completely classist.  

LINDA: Well when our politicians get their heads out of their asses...  

AMY: I’m just surprised people from other countries look at us and still think: 
wow that’s a land of freedom. That it’s their dream to live here! 

MATTHEW: I won’t say our political freedom isn’t unique and liberating comparative 
to others though.  

LINDA: But the greed! The just absolute... It breaks my heart. We just trap people 
here like moths: we bedazzle them with a beautiful idea and then... It’s an 
empty promise.  

AMY: Well some folks don’t have an option. I mean, I’d rather work in a factory 
at minimum than live in a neighborhood where me... Or... My family and 
friends could die at any second.  

MATTHEW: Well. Thank god it’s not us.  

LINDA: Cheers to that.  

MATTHEW: Anyway, I came to say goodnight so.  

AMY: ‘Night! 

MATTHEW: Sleep well.  

LINDA: Good night Matthew! 

Matthew waves and walks upstairs. 

I’d better go check on Annie. You wanna come with? 

AMY: I was headed that way anyway.  

LINDA: Perfect! 

Amy and Linda walk out to the basement.  

You know I always thought that game was too violent. 

AMY: Oh Mario Kart? 

LINDA: Yeah. You know... Maybe it’s just the nurse in me but wow! Those items 
are- 

Their voices are cut out. 


